Age 40-41]            Waiting and Watching            [1809-1810
Nevertheless, aflairs at this period looked black, and there
were not wanting those to make them appear still blacker,
In Lord Wellington's own army there was a coterie of pessi-
mistic officers who openly voiced their dismal forebodings of
ultimate failure, and did not scruple to write their miserable
opinions home. So strong and persistent was the wave of
pessimism emanating from the British army, that it affected
public opinion in England, and rendered the task of hanging
on in Portugal of even greater difficulty.
Lord Wellington bore these croakings with infinite patience
until August 1810, when, as they still continued, he felt
himself constrained to issue a General Order on the subject.
In the same month, too, a loyal young officer* wrote home
indignantly voicing his disapproval of the pessimists'
behaviour.
I hate grumbling and croaking PIC observed], and think it most
unsoldierrlike in an army such as ours even were we less strong. We
must trust to the ' fortune de la guerre', and the abilities of our generals.
I wish that every English officer thought the same, and wrote less non-
sense to their friends at home.1
Nevertheless the croaking still continued.
I have always been accustomed to have the confidence and support
of the officers of the armies which I have commanded [wrote Lord Wel-
lington to Mr. Stuart f in September 1810], but, for the first time, whether
owing to the opposition in England, or whether the magnitude of the
concern is too much for their minds and their nerves, or whether I am
mistaken, and they are right, I cannot tell; but there is a system of
croaking in the army which is highly injurious to the public service,
and which I must devise some means of putting an end to, or it will
put an end to us. Officers have a right to form their own opinions
upon events and transactions; but officers of high rank or situation
ought to keep their opinions to themselves: if they do not approve
1 Warn, Peninsular Letters, p. 162*
* Afterwards Lieut-General Sir William Warre.
f Stuart, afterwards Sir Charles, Baron Stuart de Rothesay, 1779-1845.
Succeeded John Villiers as British Minister in Portugal 1810. British
Ambassador in Paris 1815-30.
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